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Manchester Disabled Athletes

Meeting held at 2 Alexander Drive, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire,
on

Monday 3 February 1992.

Present: Trevor Ashworth

Sharon Ashworth

Tony Baldwinson
Barbara Evans

Barbara Gee

Lorraine Gradwell

David Jones
Maggie Keys

Geraldine

Brian Perry
Mallory Perry
Tony Piatt
Neville Strowger
Adrian Tucker

Olive Wilson

2 Apologies: Tim Axall
Bernard Leach

Alan Oldfield

3 Notes of the last meeting were approved.

4 Trafford Sports Strategy

Lorraine reported that there had been no further developments since
the last meeting.

5 Christmas Dinner

Took place at Worsley Old Hall on the 8 December 1991 at lunch time.
There was a good turn out, but some disappointment regarding the last
minute change of menu. It was suggested an alternative venue be sought
for this year.

6 Finance

It was AGREED that Neville Strowger (Treasurer) should retain the new
Abbey National passbook..

a The balances in the Bank & Building Society are as follows:

8.1.92 Current Account £13.28 (£50 was withdrawn for the Xmas
lunch subsidy).

12/92 Deposit Account £153.84
Abbey National £3887.26



b Neville thought we could apply to Trafford Recreation Rag Day
for extra funding as this had been successful in the past. Research
would be needed if we wish to apply.

7 Members

Tony Baldwinson volunteered to be Membership Secretary and to
compile a list of full/associate members and be responsible for the
collection of subs (Seconded by Neville). Existing members to be given
3 months notice from 1st January 1992 to rejoin. Also full/associate
membership be indicated on the members card.

8 Discussion about Trafford + MDA allocated hour

The Secretary has written to Mr Havenhand (Director of Leisure Services
- Trafford) to confirm that it was MDA's slot between 8.00 and 9.00 PM
on a Thursday.

Various conversations took place with David Firth (Sports Development
Officer) but no firm written evidence could be uncovered to back this
claim. Lorraine reported he had only gone back one year, but MDA had
been in existence for about 17 years.

Neville re-iterated a short history about MDA and the facilities it use to
pay for. Members paid to use the pool. MDA hired half the hall and
paid for 2 hours use of the table tennis room until 1988 when Mr
Havenhand declared that all these facilities for disabled people are free.

ACTION: Lorraine to confer with Secretary and draft out a letter to
both Trafford and the Chair of Leisure Services to get an
acknowledgement that it is MDA's hour. When this has been clarified
our officers could then meet with Phoenix's officers prior to a meeting
with Trafford, MDA and Phoenix.

9 Discussion of Amalgamation re: Phoenix/MDA

Various issues were raised:

* How to combine the leisure and competitive members amicably.

* Who has control of the organisation - disabled people only?
* Should we look for new premises - Castlefield, Urmston?
* It was AGREED to talk to Phoenix prior to any discussions involving all

parties to establish who their officers are, how they run their club, what
are their voting rights, how is the constitution drawn up at present etc.



It was proposed by Lorraine that:

"The issue of disabled peoples control is not negotiable with discussions
relating to any proposed future merger or any other matter" (seconded
by Neville).

A vote was taken on Lorraine's proposed statement:

14 for / 1 abstention

It was AGREED that MDA's officers have an EGM with Phoenix's officers
to discuss new proposals if a merger took place, then report back their
findings to the next meeting.

Lorraine was to forward a copy of MDA's constitution to the Secretary
before the EGM.

10 Any Other Business

An enquiry was made if a swimming lane could be reserved for a few
athletes who were in training. A vote was taken and the motion was
refused.

A vote of thanks was given by Lorraine to Trevor and Sharon for their
hospitality and seconded by Neville.


