OBITUARY RICHARD C. LEAMAN
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Dick worked tirelessly to create unity within the disability movement He
was a member of the steering group that set up the British Council of
Organisatjons of Disabled People (BCODP) in 1981 and Chaired their
Standing Committee on Housing and Personal Support during the first few
years of the new organisations. He represented them on the 2nd World
Council of the Disabled People's International. During the 1980's he was
also active in Disabled People Against Apartheid, assisting in organising
demonstrations outside Stoke Mandeville Games until the South African

team withdrew from international sport.

In Ealing Dick lead a campaign to resist building a Young Chronic Sick
Unit, arguing that the money was better spent on supporting disabled

people living in their own homes. With other members of UPIAS he de

signed a questionnaire based on the social model of disability to find out
what was wanted by local disabled people. When his questionnaire was

accepted by the borough planner he was instructed to cease further colla

boration with Dick. Thereafter all pretence of consultation was stopped by
the Councillors. Fortunately Dick was spared further campaigning when
Government funding was cut for this unwanted policy and Ealinq's plans

for the segregated institution was abandoned.

Dick worked for Lambeth ACCORD from 1984 until 1997 developing

pioneering organisations which were run by and for disabled people in the

London borough. Using his considerable skills and personal integrity he
forged partnerships between local disabled people and Lambeth Council
which resulted in the creation of Lambeth Coalition of Disabled People and
subsequently the Lambeth Centre for Integrated Living, which was con
trolled by the Coalition. He also founded "Choices", an agency providing
personal support, controlled and used by disabled people. Dick was a
consistent supporter until his death of Lambeth SHAD, an independent
living scheme. He fought for fair and decent transport provision and he
influenced both politicians and senior council officers.

Dick was also active in international disability politics. He had worked with
fellow activists in southern Africa, and remained steadfast comrades of his

African brothers and sisters, He retained a passion for the best of the
vision expressed in Castro's Cuba, which he had visited on a study tour in
1985.

Many will remember Dick's powerful written work in which he exposed
injustice and argued for creative and far-thinking solutions to the barriers
facing disabled people. Often using satire and referring to Shakespeare,
the Bible or ancient mythology, his unique and erudite way with words
always impressed and often convinced.

Even more will remember Dick for being a firm, kind and loyal friend, one
who could always be counted on for support in both personal and profes
sional situations. Brenda Robbins, who had known Dick since childhood,
described his politics as being somewhere between Buddha and Lenin.

He did indeed have a fierce and uncompromising commitment to a kind of
socialism, which is currently out of fashion, combined with a compassion
for those who touched his life. He had no time for those whose actions

were governed by ego and hunger for power, for this kind of motivation
was alien to him.

Integrity and honour often seem to be rare virtues these days. Dick embo
died them both and much more. The world is a sadder place without him
and we will miss him.
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