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Notes on Meeting to discuss Housing & Care Support Provision in Greater Manchester
for Physically,Disabled People held on 17 November 1983 at 11.00 am in The
St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester.

Present: Peter Norman, Irwell Valley Housing Association (in the Chair)
Margaret Hone, Tameside
Roger Phillips, North British Housing Association
Dorothy Whitaker, Greater Manchester CVS
Jennifer Graham, Greater Manchester CVS

Apologies Judith Gray, North Manchester Health Authority
Ken Lumb, UPIAS
June Maelzer, Manchester Access
Bernard Gosschalk, Housing Centre Trust
Chris Drinkwater, Rochdale Housing 6c Disability Group
Sadie Smith, Lancashire Social Services
Jack Chadwick, Oldham Social Services
Mrs Shepherdson, Lancashire Social Services

1. Notes of the Previous Meeting „ Action

1.1 The notes of the previous meeting were approved as a correct record with one
amendment:-

Paragraph 5.1 should read "The Chairman reported that Paul Crowther, Irwell
Valley Housing Association and June Maelzer ..."

2. Matters Arising

2.1 Proposals for Accommodation Register

2.1.1 Dorothy reported she had delivered a video tape to Granada Television because they
agreed to give us a copy of the programme "This is Your Right" on the topic of Housing
for disabled people.

2.1.2 Dorothy had tried to contact a Group (Residential Care Consortium) in London who
were hoping to set up a computerised information service matching disabled people
to available residential accommodation, but she would have definite details of their
proposals by the next meeting. DW

2.1.3 Care Search was an organisation which also proposed to have a computerised record
of residential accommodation, and Dorothy would investigate this by the next meeting. DVV

2.1.4 Dorothy was not convinced that either of the schemes had been discussed with
disabled people and felt these might be schemes created by professionals. She
agreed to circulate details of the schemes to the Group. DW

2.2 Video Circulation

2.2.1 The Chairman reported on the two Training Sessions run by Manchester Social Services
Training Department where the video had been shown. 25 people attended the first
session, 35 the second. The facilities at the second showing were however not good
and it was difficult for people to see the screen.

2.2.2 Many of the social workers agreed with the principles of independent living. They
wanted a group in Manchester to campaign for independent living in order to apply
some "grass roots" pressure. Social workers in Manchester had been asked to draw
up lists of people who need "24 hour" care. Dorothy and Chris Drinkwater have spoken
to Manchester Disability Forum and asked them if they would take up the issue. The
Forum may visit Rochdale Housing Action Group.
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Action
2.2.3 The video has been booked by Stretford Handicapped People's Club for 5 December

and Margaret Bone agreed to accompany it. jviI?

2.2.4 Margaret also agreed to accompany the video to Oldham where it was to be shown MB
to Oldham Disability Alliance on 17 January. Dorothy to find another volunteer DW
to accompany Margaret.

2.2.5 The Chairman agreed to draft a letter to those Social Services and Housing Departments PN
in Greater Manchester County who had not replied to the first circular letter about
the video and this would be distributed early in the New Year.

2.2.6 The Chairman suggested another way of motivating Directors of Social Services and
Housing Departments would be to organise a presentation around the opening of a
new housing and care support scheme.

2.2.7 Follow-up to the video in the form of another visual aid - the Chairman asked this
be put on the agenda for the next meeting. It was suggested that a sub-committee
might be formed to put together proposals for discussion by the Group.

3. Research/Development Worker

3.1 Margaret had been asked by Islington Local Authority for a copy of the Job Description.
They were keen to get a similar project started in that area. Margaret was concerned
they might attempt to get funding from the same sources as our Group but they hoped
to raise the necessary funds from the Local Authority. It was agreed Margaret let
them have a copy of the Job Description.

3.2 Evaluation/Action Section - It was felt the collection of information proposals were
satisfactory but we needed to strengthen evaluation of information section. Add
market research on existing schemes to point No 1.

3.3 Feedback should be not only on design but also on care support.

3.4 It was agreed the contract should be for a three year period on Salary Scale AP4/5.

3.5 North British Housing Association will be moving to new accommodation early in the
new year and there should be enough office space for the worker in the new offices.
If the Housing Association did supply secretarial/administrative support they would
have to charge the project. It was felt the project might require a full-time secretary.

3.6 Dorothy reported she was going down to a Conference on Independent Living on 28
November which was being organised by CEH. If a Job Description was ready she
could take it down.

3.7 It was agreed a sum of £60 000 would be necessary to fund the project for three years.

3.8 Dorothy and the Chairman agreed to meet and work on the Job Description sometime PN
after 12 December. DW

3.9 It was agreed we ask for comments on the job description when the notice of the next
meeting was sent out.

4. June Maelzer's meeting to discuss Alternative Care Support Schemes

4.1 Although the problems encountered by June in her Care Support Scheme had been discussed
viable alternatives had been difficult to consider because of concerns about funding and
organisational implications. June had had a smaller meeting since the initial one
to look at very personal solutions which Dorothy had been unable to attend, therefore
it was decided to defer discussions until June was present at a meeting.





5. New Representatives on the Group

5.1 Steve Brady, representing Oldham Disability Alliance, had been put on the mailing
list and would be attending future meetings.

6. Centre on Environment for the Handicapped Conference

6.1 Dorothy asked if it was possible to fund a representative of the Group to attend the
Conference on Independent Living in London. It was agreed that a conference
place be funded.

7. Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting was set for Friday 13 January 1984 to start at 1.00 pm. A sandwich
lunch would be available.
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