
GMTCC STATEMENT ON PARKING FOR THE DISABLED

The Orange Badge System

Discussion has taken place in GMTCC meetings since Autumn 1982 on the subject
of the abuse of the Orange Badge system which allows parking concessions to
disabled people. The scheme, introduced in 1971 and extended in 1975, is intended
to allow parking concessions to those with serious mobility problems and the blind.
The increasing level of abuse of the scheme has brought it into disrepute in the
eyes of the public. There have been complaints that in some cases badges have
been issued to people who are not eligible or that badges have been used by able-
bodied friends and relatives of the holder.

New Regulations governing the issue of the badges came into operation in March
1983 in an attempt to improve the system by ensuring that badges are only issued
to those who really need them. The Regulations clarify the eligibility criteria and
give local authorities powers concerning the issue and withdrawal of badges. It is
also now an offence under Road Traffic legislation for a person who is not a badge
holder to take advantage of the concessions. There is a maximum penalty of £200
in addition to any penalty for the traffic offence which is already being committed.

The shape and design of the badge have also been changed by the Regulations. It is
now possible to remove the badge from the car window. Much of the abuse has
arisen because badges were permanently fixed to windscreens. The date of expiry
is shown more clearly and rear badges, which have no legal standing, will no longer
be used.

The Present Problem

It is the opinion of GMTCC that the new regulations do not go far enough and that
measures could be taken to improve the scheme further. Difficulties arise
because:

2.1 Orange Badges can be issued to either a disabled driver or a disabled
passenger and, without close inspection, it is not possible to distinguish the
two varieties. An able-bodied driver could therefore still use a vehicle
which displayed a badge issued to a disabled passenger even though that
passenger might not be in the vehicle. The present system is that the
serial number on the Orange Badge has either a 'D' or 'P' as the final digit
to distinguish whether the holder is a driver or passenger, but this is not
easily visible.

2.2 It appears that the Police and Traffic Wardens are not sufficiently aware
of the new Regulations which make enforcement easier. They seem to
assume that, as with the situation prevailing before March 1983,
enforcement is difficult for them because they have no means of
ascertaining whether the user of a car with an Orange Badge is actually the
holder.

2.3 The new Regulations make no specific mention of provisions for renewal.
This could mean that, if applications are not checked throughly on renewal,
badges could be issued to persons who are no longer eligible. Nor is any
mention made of the possibility of issuing badges for a limited period.
They are normally issued for three years.

2.4 Most centres where badge holders are likely to wish to park do not provide
enough parking spaces for the disabled. This discriminates against the
disabled population.





2.5 Aspecific problem has arisen in Rochdale where the main shopping street
has recently been pedestrianised. The Orange Badge scheme does not allow
the holder of a badge to take the vehicle into pedestrianised areas during
peak shopping hours. In Rochdale, Orange Badge holders may enter the
pedestrianised area before 11 am and after 5 pm. There are similar
restrictions in Wigan. Although both towns provide reserved off street
parking spaces for the vehicles of disabled persons, it was accepted that, in
Rochdale, because of the steepness of the pedestrianised street, these
vehicles would be allowed to drive into the area and to park there. The
Council, however, showed its lack of confidence in the Orange Badge
Scheme by introducing a special permit to replace the Orange Badge to
allow entry into the pedestrianised area at all times. The disabled
organisations are strongly opposed to the special permit which can only be
issued to those resident in Rochdale who are disabled drivers. It does not
allow for disabled passengers to be driven into the area and therefore
excludes children and young people.

3. Recommendations

GMTCC circulated a letter to the ten districts in GMC early this year asking how
they checked applications for Orange Badges and for comments on how the new
Regulations would affect the system. Most of the Districts who commented were
of the opinion that the new Regulations would help to check abuse but they did
emphasise that closer administration and enforcement would be required, and some
suggested publicity should be provided to make it clear that the badges were
intended only for those who were blind or experienced considerable difficulty in
walking. The disabled organisations themselves feel that in order to be effective,
the new Regulations need to be further tightened. We therefore recommend:

3.1 the issuing of a card which clearly identifies the holder. This could be in
the form of a pass with a photograph similar to the one required for GMT
concessionary tickets.

3.2 that greater publicity be given for the benefit of the Police and traffic
wardens to make them aware that under the new Regulations their task of
enforcement is easier.

3.3 that publicity be given for the benefit of applicants to make it clear that
the scheme is only intended for severely mobility and/or visually impaired
people.

3.4 that local authorities issue badges for a limited period where the disability
is known to be temporary.

3.5' the additional provision and periodic review, of appropriately located
reserved parking spaces for disabled people, in consultation with disabled
organisations.

3.6 that the Orange badge scheme be fully endorsed to allow entry and parking
by disabled people in pedestrianised areas. Disabled people's groups are
totally opposed to a system of issuing special permits, as in Rochdale, for
the purpose of entering and parking in such areas.

3.7 that the Orange Badge scheme be properly administered and enforced in
order that the objectives of a special permit system be achieved.
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