
Notes on the Meeting to discuss Housing & Care Support Provision in Greater
Manchester for Physically Disabled People held on Tuesday 19 April 1983 in Committee
Room 2, County Hall, Piccadilly, Manchester.

Present: Peter Norman, Irwell Valley Housing Association (in the Chair)
Reuben Saffer, Cooperative & Housing Services
Roger Phillips, North British Housing Association
Sadie Smith, Lancashire Social Services ,
Jack Chadwick, Oldham Social Services
William Gamage, Oldham Social Services
Dorothy Whitaker, Greater Manchester CVS
June Maelzer, Manchester Access
Margaret Bone, Tameside
Roy Southern, South Manchester Health Authority & STAPHP
Ken Lumb, UPIAS
Chris Drinkwater, Rochdale Housing & Disability Group

Apologies: Bernard Gosschalk, Housing Centre Trust
Nigel Smith, The Spastics Society
Anita Hadfield, Oldham Housing Department
Chris Withnall, Collingwood Housing Association

The Chairman welcomed Reuben Saffer, William Gamage and Jack Chadwick
to the meeting.

1. Notes of Previous Meeting

1.1 The notes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting.

2. Matters Arising

2.1 A paper produced by the Chairman and Dorothy was circulated explaining
briefly the history, objectives and membership of the group and why such
a group is necessary.

2.1.2 Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the paper were accepted with minor alterations.

2.1.3 Section 4 was changed to "The status of the Group is that of an ad hoc
working group and its members primarily attend in an individual capacity."

2.1.4 This paper along with a list of group members, would be available for
circulation at showings of the video and to any other interested individuals.

2. Guidelines

2.1 The Chairman raised the question of guidelines as requested by Margaret.
The Group agreed such guidelines would be useful providing they were
not too formal. The Group would prefer to educate people and persuade
them to consider alternative forms of housing and care support, but it
resistance to change prevented a disabled person achieving the independence
they sought an appropriate first step would be an informal meeting. A
formal meeting would take palce if this was not successful. The Group
would be willing to take the case to the local MP if necessary.
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2.2.2 Possible Guidelines:

2.2.3 Ensure disabled person requiring support is involved in discussions concerning
them ie treating people as people and not as "cases", involve person in
determining own destiny.

2.2.4 Margaret's original guideline (previous minutes section 2.4) could be used as
a last resort, which was Margaret's suggestion. A formal meetingis a
way of establishing positions before the case is taken to a member of Parliament
or highlighted.

2.3 Social Services Representation

2.3.1 John Bellinghall had still not replied to Dorothy's letter asking about his
representation on the group.

2.3.2 Bob Lewis replied suggesting Mr Gamage, Assistant Director of Social
Services (Adults and Development),01dham be invited to join the Group
and this was his first meeting.

2.3.3 Alistair Robertson, Deputy Director of Housing, Bolton had said he would
like to join the Group and the Chairman asked that.the minutes of the
last meeting should be sent to him.

2.4 CSV/DoE

2.4.1 No final decision had as yet been made regarding the funding of this project
and we will have to await the confirmation of funds before further moves
are made.

2.4.2 June said she had attended a meeting at Manchester CVS with representatives
from University of Manchester and Manchester Polytechnic who had talked
about student placement schemes. Meetings to discuss placements are
held at six monthly intervals and June felt Professor Robson could be
approached if we were interested in this scheme.

2.4.3 It was pointed out that supervision of student placements was vital to the
success of any project and that we should press of the CVS/DoE decision
before going for student placements.

2.5 Video Editing

2.5.1 The Group's application to the DoE for Urban Aid Underspend money had
been accepted and a grant to cover the cost of the editing of the video
and purchase of a portable video machine and monitor had been agreed.

2.5.2 The longer of the edited version of the video would be shown after the
meeting.

2.6 Conference Report

2.6 A representative from Project '81 had sent Dorothy the transcript of Don
Simpson's talk and Don had now approved this and it was to be incorporated
into the Conference Report.

2.6.2 The Chairman said he would have the preface of the Report finished shortly
and the report would be complete.

2.6.3 Agreed to incorporate the paper outlining Aims of the Group and list of
Group Members into the Report.





2.7 Conference of National Federation of Housing Associations

The Chairman pointed out that he had volunteered to find out if there
was an exhibition stand available at the Conference. As we had already
accepted the offer in advance he would make a firm booking, if there was
space available.

2.8 Video Circulation

9 8 1 As the edited version of video is now available, the draft lettc offering to
' " show the video to relevant local authority departments could be circulated.

Initially the letter should be sent to Directors of Social Services and Housing
Departments recommending that they involve their committees. II no
response is received we would consider writing to the Chairmen of the
relevant committees.

28 2 The Chairman reminded Committee members that they should try and
persuade people they are connected with to show the video.

2.8.3 Kevin Hyett had arranged a showing of the video in Salford.

284 How should we follow up the showing of the video?. This should be discussed
at the next meeting of the Group. We should know the response to our
letters to Directors of Housing and Social Services by the end of June.

2.8.5 June has contacted Area 3of Manchester Social ^cbb Decent an*
thev will contact Dorothy to arrange a showing of the video. June will
get in touch with other areas in Manchester now that the edited version
of the video is available.

28.6 Margaret Bone was still concerned that we attempt to reach those people
working directly with disabled people and Ken Lumb was concerned that
we should concentrate equal efforts on promoting the showing of the video
amongst disabled people.

2.8.7 The video had been advertised in the RADAR Bulletin and would be advertised
in other journals.

3. Resignations

3l Peter Norman said he would resign as Chairman at the next meeting and
the Group should be considering who would take his place. He would be
willing to remain a member of the Group.

82 Aletter had been received from Anne Miller giving her resignation from
The Group. The Chairman said he would write to Anne expressing thanks
for the work she had done and inviting her to join the Group again in the
autumn when her commitments might be less.

4. Date of the Next Meeting

4.1 The next meeting was set for Wednesday 22 June at 11 00 am in Committee
Room 4. Reuben Saffer, Cooperative Housing Association will talk on
how cooperative housing arrangements might provide a form of Housing
and Care Support for physically diabled people.

4.2
At the end of the meeting the video was shown. Roy asked that his
dislike of the phrase "Independent Living" be recorded.





GREATER MANCHESTER HOUSING & DISABILITY GROUP

1. What is the Greater Manchester Housing and Disability Group?

During the year of the Disabled in 1981 a number of disabled people and workers in
the caring professions gave a presentation on independent living to the Greater
Manchester Housing Associations Group. Following this meeting representatives of
disabled people and providers of housing and care support, established a regular
Working Group - the Greater Manchester Housing & Disability Group - to explore
ways of providing suitable independent accommodation for disabled people.

2. Why is such a Group necessary?

Information on alternatives to institutional living is not easily available. Neither
the statutory authorities nor disabled people themselves are fully informed of the
range of possibilities for providing independent living in the community. The broad
purpose of the group is to provide a local source of information on this subject.

3. What are the Group's objectives?

a) To promote within Greater Manchester County independent living of
physically impaired people in the wider community, by encouraging the
provision of suitable housing with any necessary care support schemes.

b) To monitor progressive developments in forms of housing provision and
support systems with the intention of raising awareness of these
developments amongst appropriate organisations and agencies.

c) To promote the active involvement of physically impaired people and
organisations, throughout Greater Manchester, in housing and care support
issues.

; d) To assist individuals with their housing and support problems in so far as the
resources of the Group will allow.

4. Who belongs to the Group?

The status of the Group is that of an ad hoc working group and members primarily
attend in an individual capacity. Anyone with relevant experience or interest and
a particular interest in the field is welcomed. To ensure that all appropriate
interests within the County are represented the Group periodically reviews its
membership and attempts to make good omissions by invitation. The present
membership of the Group is listed in the reverse of this sheet.

5. What has been done to date (May 1983) ?

With substantial help from Greater Manchester CVS and from Greater Manchester
County the Group organised a day conference on Housing and Care Support in
October 1982. In preparation for the conference the Group financed a video on
alternatives to institutional care produced by Dennis Pass of Manchester
Polytechnic and have now secured two edited versions and appropriate video
equipment for hire. For copies of the conference papers and bookings for the
video contact:

Dorothy Whitaker or Jennifer Graham
Greater Manchester CVS

St Thomas Centre

Ardwick Green North

Manchester Ml2 6FZ

Telephone: 061 273-7451

The next steps are to offer the video and speakers to housing and social services
committees in Greater Manchester, to groups of disabled people and any other
groups interested in the subject. We are also planning an exhibition and video
showing at the annual conference of the National Federation of Housing
Associations in September. We are also exploring the possibility of a full-time
worker to monitor developments in independent living.
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Peter Norman

Roger Arkell

John Bellinghall

Margaret Bone

Bill Finlay

Bernard Gosschalk

Judith Gray

Anita Hadfield

Dave Halpin

Zena Homewood

Mike Jobbins

Bob Lewis

Ken Lumb

June Maelzer

Patrick Mbatha

Anne Miller

Eileen Milnes

Dennis Pass

Don Simpson

Nigel Smith

Roy Southern

Dorothy Whitaker

Chris Withnall

Chairman

Director, Irwell Valley Housing Association Ltd; NW Regional
Representative on National Federation of Housing Associations.

Members

Director of Development, North British Housing Association Ltd,
Preston.

Assistant Director (Domiciliary Services Division), Social Services,
Manchester.

Community Health Council, Tameside.

Project Manager, Housing Department, Bolton; Author of "Housing &
Disability - A Report on the Housing Ne'eds of Physically Handicapped
People in Rochdale".

Architect, School of Architecture, University of Manchester; NW
Regional Secretary, Housing Centre Trust.

Community Physician, North Manchester Health Authority.

Senior Housing Welfare Officer, Oldham M D Council.

Social Worker for the Mobility Impaired, Social Services Department,
Lancashire.

Regional Organiser, Community Service Volunteers.

Principal Officer, Residential & Day Care Services, Social Services
Division, Stockport.

Assistant Director, Social Services Division, Stockport.

Representative Union of Physically Impaired Against Segregation.

Chairman, Manchester Access Committee.

Registrar in Community Medicine, South Manchester Health Authority.

Chairman, Action for Research into Multiple Sclerosis (Manchester
Group).

Spastics Society National Executive Council.

Lecturer Educational TV, Educational Services Unit, Manchester
Polytechnic.

Borough Housing Officer, Rochdale.

Regional Officer, North West Region, The Spastics Society.

Assistant District Administrator, South Manchester Health Authority.

Field Worker, Greater Manchester Council for Voluntary Service.

Regional Housing Manager, Collingwood Housing Association Ltd;
Housing Institute.
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