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Notes on the Meeting to discuss Housing Provision in Greater Manchester for Physically
Handicapped People held on Wednesday 20 January 1982 at North British Housing
AssociationLtd, Sunlight House, Quay Street, Manchester.

Present: Peter Norman, Irwell Valley Housing Association (in the Chair)
Bernard Gosschalk, Housing Centre Trust
Anne Miller, ARMS
Ken Lumb, Union of Physically Impaired .... ,
Zena Homewood, Community Service Volunteers
Nigel Smith, Spastics Society
Judith Gray, Manchester Area Health Authority (T)
Patrick Mbata, Manchester ARea Health Authority (T)
Dorothy Whitaker, Greater Manchester CVS
Jennifer Graham, Greater Manchester CVS

Apologies: Roy Southern, Manchester IYDP Central Committee, Mchr AHA (T)
Margaret Bone, Tameside
Bob Lewis, Social Services Department, Stockport
June Maelzer, Manchester IYDP Committee

1. Minutes of the Last Meeting Action

The Minutes were approved with the following corrections:

5.6 Should read 'A client with two CSVs would therefore incur a maximum cost of £290-
per month.'

5.8 Nigel Smith pointed out that if CSV did apply to the Spastics Society for funds
they might be given a small amount, somewhere in the region of £1 000.

2. Proposed Housing Conference/Seminar

2.1 This is intended to attract senior personnel from Housing Associations, District
Councils etc not disabled people, and to show not only bricks and mortar but the
various means of giving care/support to physically handicapped people. A sheet
was circulated which set out the thoughts of the sub-committee on the proposed

f~ programme for the day and suggested speakers.

2. 2 The proposed venue for the Conference was County Hall, Piccadilly, Manchester and
Dorothy Whitaker had booked this for Thursday 30 September. County Hall was a
prestigious venue and GM CVS could use it free of charge and it was accessible.

2.3 It was hoped the video might be ready by that date.

2.4 This is intended primarily to attract senior personnel from Housing Associations,
District Councils etc, and to show not only 'bricks and mortar' schemes but the
allied means of giving care/support to physically handicapped people in these
schemes. A sheet was circulated which set out the thoughts of the sub-committee on
the proposed programme for the day and suggested speakers.

Z.5 An opening speech explaining the thoughts behind the Conference was necessary and
proposed speakers for this were:

Anne Shearer (Guardian) She has written an article on housing for
disabled people and is involved in the issue of
independent living for handicapped people.

Vic Finkelstein Who is himself disabled has been campaigning on the
topic and is a good speaker. He is a Course
Coordinator, Open University, 'Handicapped in the
Community' Course.
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2.6 It was agreed we should ask Vic Finkelstein to speak and give him a clear Dorothy
brief. He should concentrate on Independent Living and include any visual Whitaker
aids he felt were relevant.

2.7 At 10.45 a representative from Social Services should speak to emphasise the
importance of the part Social Service Departments can play in the housing
provision of severely disabled people. Possible suggestions included a
speaker from:

I

Harringay Social Service Department

Lothian Region Task Force on Supported Accommodation

Newcastle Social Service Department

Mike Jobbins from Stockport Social Service Department, a member of the Conference
planning group, was investigating these and other suggestions.

2.8 After discussion it was decided that the Director of Habinteg, Norman Summers
should be asked to conduct the 11.40 - 12.15 session about Housing and Dorothy
Allied Care Support Schemes particularly emphasising examples of good Whitake
practice such as Grove Road, Project '81, SHAD with possible participation
by people involved in such schemes and maybe even a practical demonstration
of care/support.

2.9 Lunch was moved and will be from 12.30 till 2.00 pm.

2.10 The afternoon session would start at 2.00 with a video film followed by questions.
Audiences usually begin to lag at this time of the day and the video might
stimulate concentration. If the Housing Group's video was not completed
another would be substituted ie DoE film 'Housing for the Disabled' or a video of the
Centre for Independent Living in California.

2.11 2:45 tp 3.45 would be workshops and tea.

2.12 The 3.00pm film would be cut out.

2.13 3.45 to 5.00 pm Report back from Groups and Chairman's major contribution.

2.14 It was decided to have the best possible programme and try to find enough backing
to cover the costs. Dorothy read out a list of estimated costs the sub-committee
had prepared and using this as a guide the conference would cost in the region
of £6 per person. Peter Norman is to raise the matter of funding at the next
meeting of Greater Manchester Housing Associations.

2.15 The titles for workshops were still to be decided and a substitute video film
arranged.

2.16 The mailing list was still not complete and the following were added:

Medical Rehabilitation People
Administrators within the Health Service
Community Physicians
Councils who are interested in Disability

2.17 Methods of following up any obvious issues raised at the Conference could be decided
on now and people were asked to submit ideas which could be discussed at the next
meeting.

o
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Action

2.18 After the speakers were finalised it was suggested the Times Health Supplement
and the Health & Social Services Journal be contacted with a view to them

publicising the Conference.

3. Proposed Video - Housing for Severely Physically Handicapped People

3.1 The sub-group met on 7 January to discuss the proposed video film. The Media
Unit at Manchester Polytechnic nominated Denis Pass, who proved a great help
with technical advice, and had now gone back to ask if Manchester Polytechnic
would take on the video film as a project. If the Poly would not do this Dorothy
thought he might be prepared to to help with the production of the film and give his
time free of charge. He will have an estimate of the cost for the next meeting.
He quoted the cost o'f editing at £40 per hour and the use of the studio at £500
per day and said that Manchester University were likely to be even more expensive
than the Poly. He felt the Video Workshop would not be able to produce a professional
enough finish.

3/"^ Denis Pass felt the group should produce all their own material for the film for two
^~ reasons:

a) originality

b) copyright problems would have to be solved if pieces of existing films were
used.

3.3 The film would be aimed at disabled people and would contrast cases of people living
in different environments with similar disabilities. It will show how people can
work to achieve suitable housing and that housing should be tailor made for each
individual.

3.4 Each member of the sub-group had a task.to complete before the next nreeting.

3.5 It was suggested that we might try getting sponsorship for various items ie ask
Granada"for equipment, and if we involved the media they might help with researching
tor the video expecially if they could use some of the material for a programme. It
was pointed out that when the media had been involved in previous similar projects

C they had taken them over.

4. Community Service Volunteers

4-1 Zena Homewood reported that one of the current difficulties with the CSV One-to-One
Scheme was obtaining the agreement of Social Service Departments to payments and on
going budgeting for the scheme if it was considered a suitable form of care for any
of their clients.

4-2 Demands on One to One increasing in Greater Manchester - there are seven more
' potential clients already being considered and thus the need for a One-to-One

Development Worker becoming more clearly defined. More concrete proposals will
be forthcoming at a future meeting.

5 • Identifying Clients for Specially Adapted Housing

5.1 Peter Norman said his Housing Association was prepared to accommodate two severely
disabled people in a small housing development currently being designed. If they
were to consider people currently living in an institution or destined to do so, where
could they find a list of such people? This raised the whole issue of how to identify
people for the most suitable type of housing when current housing lists do not
necessarily /
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necessarily reflect the needs of severely disable people because previously their
care needs could only be met within an institution, hospital or close family
environment and independent living within the community was not considered. Is a
special register/list of residents needing housing and allied care support required? Judith
Judith Gray said she was concerned about the problem of identifying people for suitable Gray
care and housing and agreed to draft a letter for circulation to local authorities about
this problem for discussion at the next meeting.

5.2 In the meantime members of the Group offered to let Peter Norman have names and
addressed of people who might be suitable for one of the flats his Association is
proposing to build.

6. Manchester Alliance for Community Care

6.1 It was reported that the above group had been set up consisting of representatives
from: Manchester CVS, Spastics Society, Age Concern, Manchester CHC (Central)
and Mind. The group will be a lobby to promote and monitor the DHSS 'Care in the
Community' proposals and 'good practices' in community care generally.

7. Date of Next. Meeting

7.1 Tuesday 2 March at North British Housing Association Ltd , Sunlight House,
Quay Street, Manchester at 10.00 a,.

7.2 If you require parking please contact Roger Arkell (831 7952).
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