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HOUSING NOTES

INCREASE IN EVICTIONS

As predicted, evictions for arrears in
Greater Manchester are on the increase. A
report to Stockport council says that the
number of families evicted for arrears has
increased this year to 24 (Manchester
Evening News 24th July 1989). Technically
they do not have rent arrears but in most
cases arrears of the 20% rates that income
support recipients now have to pay.
Councils seem to be able to get possession
on the grounds that this is rent, when in
fact it may not be, and councils could find
themselves in difficulty should any tenant
challenge them. (Shelter NW)

OLDHAM CHRONICLE ENDS
PUBLICATION OF ARREARS LIST

Following our report in Housing Notes No. 2
the Oldham Evening Chronicle is to cease
its practice of publishing the names and
addresses of council tenants being taken to
court for rent arrears. The main reason
being that the list was becoming too long
and taking up too much column space! The
editor refused to accept our argument that it
was inequitable as housing association
tenants and owner occupiers in arrears were
not put in the list, because according to the
editor, households living in these forms of
tenure don't receive public money!

MORE DEMOLITION IN OLDHAM

In the wake of the demolition of the Abbey
Hills Estate - more properties "surplus to
requirement" are to be pulled down in the
town. These include, Sholver, Crete Street,
and the latest addition, Furze Lane. Though
in some cases this is not official policy it is
quite clear that this is Oldham Council's
intention. Whilst tenants on Furze Lane
estate have been informed that no official
decision has been taken about their estate,
they have received a letter saying the
council cannot afford to repair the estate,
that further repairs to the concrete panels
will not be carried out and that if tenants
wished to be rehoused they could.

At Sholver tenants certain properties were
selected for demolition. These originally
were void properties, at the last minute the
number to be demolished was increased to
include tenanted properties. A public
meeting was to be held yet only tenants
whose properties were to be demolished
were invited to the meeting, and according
to Eileen Cann a community worker on the
estate" .... as though no one else has an
interest in the future of their estate" she
went on "the supposed consultation was a
sham, it was mainly to tell the tenants they
would be rehoused on other parts of
Sholver".

Concern was also that the council approach
things in away that means they don't have
to make homeless payments to qualifying
tenants, which in most authorities is
standard practice. (Shelter NW)

OLDHAM HOMELESS FORUM STARTS
AS HOMELESSNESS DOUBLES

In recognition of growing homejessness in
Oldham and lack of provision and positive
policies, concerned organisations have come
together to form Oldham Single Homeless
Forum. The group which held its second
meeting last month and will meet again has
the support of a wide range of organisations
including, Shelter, CHAR, the churches, the
probation service, Oldham Single Homeless
Accommodation Project, Oldham Resource
and Information Centre, and the housing
associations in Oldham.

The group was formed because of growing
concern at the increasing numbers of
homeless households in Oldham. A report to
the council shows that over the past year
priority homelessness (families, people
considered vulnerable) has grown by 94%,
and non priority homelessness (mostly single
people) has increases by 108% to 399
households. At the same time there is a
grave lack of emergency provision. There is
only one family hostel run by the council
and some forum members expressed concern
about conditions and regulations, that
















