
HOUSING NOTES
Resettlement policy chaos

When, three years ago, the DHSS announced it
wished to close its resettlement units for
homeless people and replace them with ranges
of provision in conjunction with non
statutory organisations, optimism overcame
scepticism (just) and homelessness
organisations gave a guarded welcome to the
new policy. Despite concern about the 'no
extra cash' cost limit and despite the lack
of any understanding by the DHSS of the
central role of local authorities.
Three years on and the policy is in chaos -
thanks to the DHSS. The Walkden Resettlement
Unit Review Team (composed of
representatives from local authorities, other
organisations concerned with homeless people,
and the DHSS) has been stunned by the new
DHSS proposals for hostel charges. If agreed
in anything like their present form these
proposals will, effectively, consign to the
wastebin the replacement package
painstakingly drawn up by the review team.
The financial viability of virtually all the
proposed projects will be destroyed, as is
likely to happen to most existing projects.
The proposal for hostel charges have emanated
from a different section of the DHSS from the

resettlement branch. It appears no
consultation between the two took place.

Ho-hum.

The team has made it clear to the DHSS that

the package cannot go ahead in part or whole
unless the hostel charges issue is resolved
satisfactorily. The ball is in the DHSS's
court.

The next edition of Notes will profile Bury
Metro Young Homeless Group, including the
likely effects of the Government's proposals
for board and lodging, not to mention the
outcome of their search for a treasurer.
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What is going on?

We are putting together a housing magazine
for Greater Manchester. The organisations
involved are Greater Manchester Char, the
Housing Rights Campaign, North West Shelter,
Housing Projects Advisory Service and
Peterloo Housing Association. We want to make
sure that here in Greater Manchester we have

a forum where:

1. We can debate national policy in a local
context.

2. Examine the housing policies of local
providers, statutory, voluntary and
private.

3. Give you a forum where you can have your
say.

We plan to produce one more dummy run and
invite subscriptions. We're sure you will
agree that one quality publication is
preferable to endless pieces of paper. What
do you think?
Written contributions for the next issue are

welcome (including dates of events) and can
be sent to Housing Notes c/o 22 Birchfields
Road, Manchester M13 OXR to arrive by
Monday 4 January 1989.
You are also welcome to join the production
group, which currently under-represents
black people, disabled people and women in
housing.
While we do check the accuracy of
contributions, the views expressed are not
always those of the organisations involved in
the production group, and no liability is
accepted for them. We fully acknowledge the
right to reply.
Advertisements are also welcome, please ask
for details.

In the next issue we plan to report on the
barbaric practice in Oldham where a local
paper currently prints the names and adresses
of tenants in arrears and in court
proceedings.
















