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Stoke Games opened
THE 27th Stoke Man-
deville National
Paraplegic Games
were officially open
ed on Monday by Air
Commodore Basil
Hamilton, Command
ing Officer, R.A.F.
Halton.

The games, which last
all week, will give national
selectors the chance to
pick teams to represent
Great Britain in the Inter
national Paraplegic
Games which will be held
at the Stoke Mandeville
Sports Stadium next
month.

Air Commodore Hamil

ton said it was a great
pleasure to be called on to
open the events.

He said there were close
links between sportsmen
and the R.A.F. as both
believed in the importance
of true comradeship built
on team work.

He told about 300 para
plegic athletes that during
the week they would be
trying to do something that
was the limit of their
capabilities.

"I wish all the competi
tors the very best of luck. I
hope they gain the utmost
satisfaction in the games
and I wish the games every
success.

"Finally I hope that the

true sportsmanship shownj
here this week will provide
an object lesson for the
community at large," he
said.

Air Commodore Hamil
ton picked out five names
as deserving of special
attention for the work they
|Jid in making past games
successful.

He mentioned Miss Joan
Scruton, the secretary
general of the sports
stadium, Mr. Charlie At
kinson, the technical offi
cer, George and Edna
Eatwell, in charge of
accommodation, and Mr.
Albert Smith, in charge of
catering.

Sports Stadium director,
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Sir Ludwig Guttmann, em
phasised the importance of
paraplegics actively par
ticipating in sporting occa
sions and urged younger
paraplegics to take part in
sports.

In his foreword to the
games' programme, Sir
Ludwig said there were
three sportsmen and one
sportswoman present who
had taken part each year
for the last 25 years — John
and Gwen Buck, George
Swindlehurst and Dick
Thompson.

Athletes representing
England, Scotland, North
ern Ireland and Wales will
be staying at the stadium
this week taking part in the
various events. _____
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