
Brief notes of the Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled

People Steering Group Meeting held on Friday 18 January, 7.30 pm,
at the Health Education Offices, Hardman Street, Manchester. / _\

/ \ <o Ot4g^C
Present; Lorraine Gradwe11 (in Chair)

Joan Willis

Neville Strowger
Kevin Hyett
Linda Carroll

Leon Roger
Annette Taylor

- Anne Miller

Mary Lee
Bernard Leach

David Goddard

Brian Haines

Paul Mittler

In attendance: .Bernadette Lynch
'Dorothy Whitaker

Apologies: Ken Lumb
Saeed Ahmed

1 Minutes of last meeting
Page 5 - item 4b, line 17 - read stance for
source.

The minutes were then accepted as a correct
record.

2 Matters arising from minutes (not on agenda)

a) Dorothy had received details of a sign
language class from Sue Jones at the
College of Adult Education. She would
check if there were any additional
courses that Sister Marie at Hennessey
House knew of and add these to a list

and circulate them with the next

<v_J minutes (see attached list).

b) Dorothy had asked Vic Finkelstein to
send suggestions for a reading list on
'Politics of Disability* - she would
circulate them as soon as she received
them.

c) The report of the Education Meeting had
been circulated to all present at the
meeting. Brian was keen that the paper
he had submitted about his personal
experience of education should be
circulated to Coalition members (see
attached).



d) No reply had been received from
Manchester Deaf Club re the suggestion
of a meeting between themselves and
Coalition members. Dorothy agreed to
let Mary Lee have a copy of the
original Coalition letter and she would
persue the matter.

e) Lorraine was due to attend a meeting of
OUTREACH on Tuesday 22 January to help
the members consider their roles on
Committees etc.

Paul Mittler agreed to join Lorraine at
the meeting as, if an on-going
commitment to OUTREACH was necessary,
Lorraine would be unable to fulfil this
and other Coalition members might wish
to undertake the commitment.

.f) 'Is there Life after Physical
Disability?' (University of Manchester ~
Extra Mural Course). February 21 and 22 ^

The Coalition letter criticising the
implications behind the title of the
course, circulated to Coalition
members, for endorsement by other
groups of disabled people, had been
endorsed by 6 groups. A revised
version of the letter suggested by
Manchester Disabed Athletes was
circulated at the meeting for
consideration as an alternative
response. Discussion ensued as to the
most appropriate Coalition response -
including the fact the maybe the
Coalition did not know the full facts
about the course content, whether
disabled people had been consulted
about the title and the need to not /-\
alienate professionals. Others felt
that regardless of the motives of the
organisers the title was offensive to
the majority of disabled people who had
never considered themselves 'dead'
despite being severely physically
disabled most of their lives. A vote
was taken on which letter should be
sent to the Director of the Extra Mural
Department and the original letter won.
Anne Miller wished her displeasure at
the tone of the-Coalition's response to
be recorded.



A letter by Frank Tranter had been sent
to the Manchester Disability Forum
(MDF) magazine 'Progress' endorsing the
course and criticising the critics.
Frank had sent the Coalition a copy of
the letter via Dorothy and wished his
view^s to. be expressed at a meeting he
presumed the Coalition were holding
about the course. It was agreed
Dorothy should reply by sending him a
copy of the Coalition's letter at the
Extra Mural Department and that any
response to Frank's letter in the MDF
newsletter would be left to individual

readers' discretion. Dorothy had also
received a phone call from Paul Tranter
- one of the course organisers - who
was concerned to have heard rumours of

an unfavourable reaction to the course

\ from some disabled people and had
i| asked that people should contact him so

that he could allay their fears. It
was agreed that the Coalition should
await any reply to its letter to the
Director before contacting the
individual organisers.
Concerted direct action on the day of
the course by Coalition members was
then discussed and one line of action -

leafletting of participants - was
agreed upon. Other courses of action
would be discussed at the next meeting.
It was agreed that Ken Lumb, Neville
Strowger, David Goddard and Val Suffolk
should be designated to compile the
hand-out leaflet and bring a draft to
the next meeting.

h) The report of the conference 'More
t^J Equal than Some', compiled by Lorraine

Gradwell and Linda Carroll, was
circulated and copies would be sent to
the appropriate people as listed in the
previous minutes. Further copies of
the report are available from Linda
Carroll at GMCVS.

i) It was agreed to affiliate to the
British Council of Organisations of
Disabled People (BCODP) as suggested by
Anne Miller at the previous meeting.



Fundraising/Preralses

qnh'r.d"h^lFundraisln9 and General PurposesSub-Committee - Lorraine Gradwell, Bernfrl
ShfViV NeYille Strowger and Dorothy
?hi*iker'^./co-options welcome!) - had met
t^Z iunchtime and the following suggestions
were made as a reult of the meeting:

(D Volunteers were needed to identify any
trusts in the Directory of Grant
Making Trusts' which might be
appropriate for the Coalition. Mary
Lee and Paul Mittler agreed to do
this, providing the Coaltiion realised
results would be slow;

(2) Following a suggestion from Manchester
Disability Forum a letter would be
sfnt to them asking for 'desk space'
within the Forum offices at Anson Road
- until the Coalition could secure its ^
own premises. Joan Willis agreed to
draw up a rota of volunteers to
co-ordinate Coalition matters at the
office when and if permission was
granted;

(3) It was agreed that a concerted effort
should be made by Coalition members to
try and obtain recognition, funding
and premises from Greater Manchester
Council.

A list of County Councillors was
circulated, (copies are still
™ZH?hle from Lin<*a Carroll at
GMCVS), and Coalition members were
asked to contact their local County
Councillors and seek their support,
emphasising that the Coalition's role ^
is different from that of the GMC f '
Disabled Persons' Unit (DPU) which
tends to concentrate on improved job
prospects and accommodation for
disabled people within the GMC
administrative structure as opposed to
the community at large.
It was suggested that David Goddard,
Brian Haines and Valerie Suffolk
should consider approaching the
Chairman of Personnel - (the Committee
responsible for the DPU) - Councillor
F Taylor at their convenience and talk
to him about the value of the County
Coalition in respect to a district's
needs. Lorraine Gradwell and Neville
Strowger said they would consider
approaching the Chairman of Finance,
Councillor Colin for support.



David Parker of the Legal Department
at GMC had sent Dorothy copies of
correspondence he had had with Keith
Armstrong of the Liberation Network
who had objected to the way disabled
people had been depicted in an anti-
abojition leaflet GMC had published,
in which GMC cited their support for
the Coalition as evidence of their
concern for the needs of disabled
people. It was agreed Dorothy should
therefore ask David Parker to support
and promote the Coalition's case for
premises with the Estates Department.

4 Constitution
The Constitution was agreed in principle.
The standing orders would be finished and
attempts made to have the Constitution ready
for the first General Meeting.

{J 5 Next Open Meeting
This was planned for Friday 8 February, 7.30
pm prompt, at the Health Education Offices,
Hardman Street, Manchester and it was
suggested Vic Finkelstein - Chairman of
BCODP - who would be in Greater Manchester
that week should be asked to participate.
This was agreed, providing Vic was not
billed as the 'expert'.
Anne Miller kindly agreed to accommodate Vic
on the Friday evening.
Lorraine and Kevin agreed to draw up the
topics for discussion. Paul Mittler asked
that one of the questions should relate to
the attitude professional people have
towards disabled people organising
themselves as he had been concerned about
certain attitudes expressed by non-disabled
people at the Annual Conference of the

^ National Bureau of Handicapped Students.

6 Any other business

(1) The Inaugural Meeting of the Coalition
was set as Saturday 20 April, 11 am -
3 pm, providing County Hall was available.

It was agreed that the content of the
day should be informative as well as
publicising the role of the Coalition.
Linda, Kevin and Leon agreed to draw
up a programme for the day, supported
by Dorothy in any practical way.



(2) Bernard read out details of a SPICE
(Special Provision in Continuing Education) Course on Opei
Learning at which he felt disabled
people should be represented. Paul
said he would be going to the course
and, would be prepared to hand out
Coalition leaflets.

(3) Bernard and Linda reported that a more
equal position for the Manchester
Equal Opportunities Disabled Persons'
Steering Committee on the interview
panel for workers had been negotiated.
Interviews would be at the end of
January and the job specification of
the successful applicants would
include liaison with the Greater
Manchester Coalition of Disabled
People.

Date, time next meeting
Friday 15 February, 7.30 pm, at the Health
Education Offices, Hardman Street,
Manchester (behind the Opera House).

NB Claim forms for expenses are now available from Kevin Hyett
or Dorothy Whitaker, NOT from David Goddard, but they should
be returned to:

Kevin Hyett
12 St Johns Walk

Oak Street

Cheadle Heath

Stockport
SK3 OJS
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