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At a conference held at County Hall on June 16th, the Greater Manchester

Coalition of Disabled People Steering Committee was formed. The oonference

was attended by over 90 disabled people, some of whom came as individuals

whilst others represented Disability Organisations from various parts of
Greater Manchester.

It was decided by the conference that the Steering Committee should

prepare detailed proposals for the formation of the Greater Manchester

Coalition. A further conference will then be held, possibly in the
Autumn to discuss these proposals.

Broadly, the aims guiding the setting-up of the Coalition are as follows:-

a) To establish a countywide organisation that is controlled by
disabled people;

b) To further the social integration of disabled people;
c) To support and encourage the development of independent living

initiatives throughout the county;

_ d) To develop a more unified approach to disability issues within the
county.
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Dear

GREATER MANCHESTER COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE

You may have heard about the Greater Manchester Disability Action Group
meeting over the past year to discuss ways of strengthening the cause
of disabled people in the County. On the 16th June over 90 disabled
people attended a conference and took part in discussion groups on Access
to Transport - Personal and Public; Phasing out Segregated Institutions;
Local Authority and Health Services - Consumer Viewpoint; Government
Policy/Anti-Discrimination Bill; Disabled People and the Media, and
Politics of Disability.

Having aired their views and pooled their ideas, those present decided
that it would be useful to form a Coalition of Disabled People in this
county similar to those in Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. A steering
group was set up to draw together some fundamental ideas, with a view to
making proposals at a second conference scheduled^for the autumn.

v—' The coalition will be controlled by disabled people. Our guidelines
are to promote and support maximum independence of disabled people and
their integration into society. Moreover we plan to develop a more unified
approach to disability issues by bringing together individual disabled
people and organisations.

We hope that you agree about the setting up of this coalition being an
important development for disabled people in Greater Manchester.

As yet we have no funds, so that I am writing to ask if your organisation
would make a small donation, to help us get the coalition off the ground.

Tours sincerely,


