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In March 1983 the Centre on Environment for the Handicapped and the Long Term
and Community Care Team at the King's Fund Centre began collaborating on a
joint project to develop an information bank on housing and care for physically
handicapped people, by this we mean physically disabled and also those who are
blind or deaf.

The 1970s saw the development of various initiatives such as Crossroads Care

schemes, sheltered housing with warden services, and many other options for
housing plus care to assist physically handicapped people to live in the
community. Recent additions are the initiatives of the independent living movement.

The initial 1,500 survey forms went out to housing associations, local authority
housing and social services departments, voluntary groups. Work has begun on
collating their replies and there is clearly a lot of valuable information about
housing plus care for disabled people. While this work was going on we received
several letters from disabled people giving details of their own personal housing
situation and care provision; from these letters it became clear that it would be
very valuable if the information bank included such individual information.

We are therefore contacting as many individual disabled people as we can, who
are living independently, having organised their own housing and care needs, in
the hope that they will complete a survey form for us. In addition we are seeking
the help of editors of newsletters or journals to publish this letter in the hope
that disabled people reading it will contact us for a survey form.

If we are asked to show how helpful our information bank will be, one immediate
answer is that it will be a valuable tool in helping planners and developers of
housing and care services for disabled people. We have already been able to
link up planners with others already running similar schemes, allowing an
exchange of experience and information. Likewise, the information bank is proving
very useful in educating professional staff on the range of living options
available to disabled people. The information that we are picking up from the
bank as it is being catalogued is throwing up interesting facts about the evolution
of various housing plus care options. For instance in some new-build housing
integrated into ordinary estates attempts are being made to build in care services
on a twenty-four hour basis. Care attendant schemes are now being developed by
statutory as well as voluntary groups, and some such schemes support disabled
individuals living alone in their own home. 'Purchasing' one's own care is
another aspect that we have come across, and within the independent living
movement is likely to be a growth area. So there is another reason why we need
to contact disabled people personally to ask if they will complete a survey form.

If you feel that your personal housing and care set up is of interest for the
information bank please do write to us asking for a survey form so that we can
include it. The address to which letters should be sent is: Register of Housing
and Care Schemes, 126 Albert Street, London NWI 7NF.

We lookt forward to hearing from you.
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