
CLUB POLICY

:-'DA Is Organised 5y Disabled People

The following motion was passed
unanimously by MDA's committee:-

"It is club policy to only participate
in sports events where disabled people
are both consulted and involved in the

organisation of the event"

[Proposed:
Seconded:

B Leach

L Gradwell)

The reason for this re-statement is to

make it clear that MDA is a club run and

controlled by_ people with disabilities,
for people with disabilities.

The Salford "Fun Day"

It is felt that recently there have been
instances when arrangements have been
made for various activities or events

without going through the proper channels.
It is also felt that members have been

attending events which are perhaps
not worthy of serious competition, there
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by giving members a false impression of
standards of organisation and achieve
ment.

For example, the "Fun Day" held at
Salford University on the 13th March was
felt to be one such day. Standards of
coaching available for some events were
clearly inadequate, archery and fencing
safety provisions were unrealistic, and
it is known that the event was organised
almost entirely by able-bodied people.

The Committee felt that a letter should
be sent to the organisers.

Some club members attended events on the
12th and 13th and it is thought that
this is not compatible with serious
competition, in view of the amount of
travelling involved and the nature of
the event at Salford.

In future it was agreed that all
organisation of events should be arranged
through the committee.
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The Manchester Aces are our junior
basketball team. They have an average
age of 14 years, and have been playing
basketball enthusiastically for about
2\ years. Unfortunately we don't get to
play too many matches but hope there will
soon be a junior basketball league
starting.

March 13th we played a friendly match at
Salford University with some good friends
of ours The Bolton Tackiers.

Stoke Mandeville Tournament

On November 27th last year we went down
to Stoke Mandeville to take part in a
basketball tournament. There were

12 teams entered and we all played
3 matches. The Aces won 2 and lost 1 so

we got through to the semi finals, but
lost to Pinder Fields who ended up the
overall winners and claimed the

Granwood trophy.

Continued on page 2



Continued from page 1

Thanks Ken!

I knew the team would like to say a big
thank you to Ken Knott, he's our coach,
he shouts a lot and makes us sweat a lot

but without him we would not have progres
sed as far as we have.

1982 Regional Games - 17 Golds 1

Just before the 1982 junior regional games,
the junior members asked if they could go
to future sports days as a sports team
representing Manchester Disabled Athletes.
Ma respected that these young people
have opinions and the right to represent
the club. We entered the games as a
Manchester Disabled Athletes team and came

away with 17 gold and 9 silver medals,
3 trophies and a cup, (not bad for just
9 competitors).

Rivington Day

Our next event was when 24 of us piled
into 2 mini buses and set off for the
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North West Region Events List 1983

April 23 Regional Junior Games at
Woodchurch Sports Centre,
Birkenhead.

30 Athletics & Swimming Gala at
Sale & Stretford for Visually
Handicapped.

May 7 NH Regional Senior Games,
Klrkby. National Mini Games
at Stoke M.

14 Spastics Society N W Area
Games, Lancaster.

13-15 National Les Autres Games at
Stoke Mandeville

18 Chess in Liverpool

21 Warrington Sports Day at
Great Sankey Forum. National
Anputee Games

28 Bank Holiday

29 Manchester Marathon for Visual
ly Handicapped.

Rivington day in September 1982. It was a
fantastic day and extremely well organised.
There were no medals to be won but
everybody had a great time.

Training Sessions

At the start of a new sports year, we
have a group of young people with very
definite opinions about their sport;
they are very keen and not easily
satisfied with their efforts . Our only
problem seems to be satisfying their
needs for more training sessions.

Ms started going to the Sale Harriers
training ground on a Sunday mornina
but unfortunately the weather was not on
our side and the buildings couldn't cope
with wheelchairs. We hope to find an
alternative in the very near future, and
maybe the lighter nights will enable us
to get outside for field event practice.

Trina Butterfield
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23-24

Royal Bath & West Show

Jubilee Sports Day, Bolton

National Paraplegic Games at
Stoke Mandeville.

British Disabled Water Ski

Course, Sale Water Ski Club,
Manchester.

Junior Wheelchair Basketball

Liverpool Day of Leisure at
Calderstones Park

Orienteering in Liverpool

Knowsley Festival Adult &
Junior Swimming Gala for
Merseysiders at Bridgefield
Forum 4.30pm.

National Junior Games, Stoke
M. European Games in Paris.

Chesnut Lodge Sports Day,
Runcorn.

M/c National Games for Visually
Handicapped.

MAKE SURE YOU LOOK AT THE CLUB NOTICEBOARD TO KEEP UP TO DATE ON EVENTS.
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,ACCESS:"A TALE OF TWO THEATRES"

I The Apollo Theatre in Manchester

recently threatened to throw out an
»UDA club member who uses a wheelchair.

IThere she was sitting in a chair at the
end of a row with her wheelchair neatly
'folded by her, waiting to watch the

Dr Book concert.. Using the old stand-by
Jof 'fire hazard" the management threate
ned to throw her out unless the wheelchair

was left at the back of the theatre.

Contrast that with the Palace Theatre

which is ramped in the foyer, has a lift
up to the circle and four spaces for
wheelchairs alongside normal seats.

INTEGRATION

Integration for the disabled means
a thousand things. It means the
absence of segregation. It means
social acceptance. It means being able
to be treated like everybody else. It
means the right to work, to go to
cinemas, to enjoy outdoor sport, to have
a family life and a social life and a
love life, to contribute materially to
the community, to have the usual choices
to association, movement and activity ,
to go on holiday to the usual places,
to be educated up to university level
with one's unhandicapped peers, to
travel without fuss on public transport.
Whatever their different circumstances
all disabled people yearn for a ©
society which palpably recognises their fj
common humanity with the handicapped. II

Neville Stronger. Chairman(MDA) ®

O from the Snowden Working Party. 1976 II

I

tPOLITICS AND DISABLED SPORtI

I would like to bring to members attent
ion an important issue in disabled sport
which comes to a head at the International
Stoke Mandeville (ISMG) Games held each
year in July. The issue is the participa
tion in these games of a team from South
Africa.

The South African government send a team
with a few token black members and make
much political capital about their
"integrated" team, yet back in South Africa
the 70S of the population who are black
have no votes and grossly unequal health
care facilities:-

- In South Africa there is 1 doctor for
every 400 whites,
1 African doctor for every 40,000 Africans

- 32,000 Black Africans are disabled every
year in the mines and factories of
South Africa - an accident rate
8 times that found in the UK.

- On average Africans are paid only 1/5
of the white wage. Disabled Africans
receive only 1/4 of the white disabil
ity pension.

As somebody who withdrew from the 1981
International games at Stoke Mandeville
because of the South African participation
my views are well known, and I know
others may strongly disagree. I would
like to point out, however, the bad
effect the "South African factor" is
having on the games. The Minister of
Sport, Neil MacFarlane, has confirmed
that South African participation at
Stoke is in violation of the
Gleneagles Agreement (drawn up by
Commonwealth leaders, and which
discourages links with apartheid sport).
Also many countries are now refusing
to participate in the ISMG - last year
the number of competitors was down from
800 to 500.

If anyone is interested in any further
information about this issue, then
please contact me.

Bernard Leach



THE LONDON MARATHON - "NO WHEELCHAIRS, NO MARATHON?"
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No Chairpersons
CONTRARY to popular belief,
the fastest recorded marathon is
not Alberto Salazar's 2hr 8min
in New York in 1981. but Rick
Hansen's lhr 48min in Boston a'
year later - in a wheelchair. In
America, wheelchairs are an
accepted part-of the marathon
scene. Over here, despite the
fact that they have successfully
participated in 20 events, they
are seen by the organisers of the
London Marathon as a
nuisance, and wheelchair
athletes are refused admittance.
"We're organising a foot race,
not one on wheels." argues,
course organiser John Disley,
"and all our talents are going
into that. We've already
stretched our. resources to put
on the biggest marathon in the

world, and we don't want to
jeopardise what we've got"

Disley's objections to the best
20 wheelchair marathoners
competing in conjunction
include the possibility of their
disturbing the Changing of the
Guard (if they arrive too early)
or disrupting the opening to
tourists of the Tower ofLondon
(if they arrive too late). He also
cites safety factors: cobble,
stones, narrow streets, and the.
necessity of coping with traffic

wasn't true. This year's excuse
is the Changing ofthe Guard. •

"None, of the problems
couldn't be easily overcome.
The wheelchair athletes nor.
mally start about ten*minutes
before the rest, and within a few
miles they are spread out over
about a hundred yards, so
overtaking for the runners is
easy. We've coped with traffic
and different terrains at all the
other marathons we've entered.

Trie last word' could well be"-
if the wheelchairs are too slow:-*, with the Greater London

All these arguments are'Council, who sponsor the
dismissed as specious by Tim-'London Marathon to the tune
Marshall, himself a wheelchair^of £100,000,. and provide, the.
marathoner and a.co-ordinatot'.; course. "You. mustn^t^separate.
for the. British Sports Associ-. the.able. from, the disabled^
ation for the Disabled; "They says GLC deputy leader Illtyd!
used to argue that it was-against' Harrington, "and we very.
international regulations for firmly want these people toi
wheelchairs to participate.That enter. The organisers' argu-',
••-"*-* „—- —'• — .- i ments just do not stand up.".

POSTSCRIPT: A Separate Wheelchair Marathon

BSAD and the London Marathon organisers reached a compromise and agreed to a separate
marathon for wheelchair users. It is hoped that this somewhat unsatisfactory compromise
will be resolved next year in a fully integrated marathon.

2>
<0

C
3

«0

Zeal On wneeis-"••• ^
POSTSCRIPT to our recen
item about the banning oi
wheelchairs from the Gillette
London Marathon, .which
scums to have caused so much
friction betweeen race organise
Chris Brasher and the Create*
London Council, who last year)
contributed £27.00(1 to the
event: 27 wheelchair athletes^
were among 3.300 contestants,
in the recent half-marathon at,
Reading.

Teenager Peter Hull, who was
born without arms or legs,
completed the course in a<-;
wheelchair, using crutches at
tached to his shoulders .toi
propel himself. Event organise
Stan Eldon said: "Peter was ai
inspiration to everyone, am
many able-bodied, runners toll
mc his example was the onl.
thing that gave them the will toi
linish." 1|

As the GLCs Tony Banks
threatens. "No wheelchairs, no
marathon." we learn- that New-
York's Mayor Ed Koch is also
campaigning for wheelchairs to1
be included in the new,YoiiJ
event. •.«.«. *-*

"Sports Centre for Disabled People
Opening soon"

In 1981, the IYDP, Councillor Winnie
Smith, then Lord Mayor of Manchester
made the conversion of Whitworth

Street Baths, Openshaw, into the
project for her Appeal Fund.

This conversion into a Sports Hall,
which is to be-totally accessible for
people with all sorts of disabilities,
is now almost complete, and we are told
that the opening day is to be
1st May 1983.

A management committee is soon to be
formed, including representations from M0A,
to decide on the day to day running of
the Sports Hall.

Facilities for sports such as indoor
archery, pistol and air rifle shooting
weightlifting, table tennis, carpet
bowls, basketball, five-a-side, fencing,
and more, will be available.

Me hope that the extended range of
sports on offer, and the facilities for
storing equipment, will help boost our
membership and restore a club or team
identity which at present is missing.

Watch this space!

Lorraine Gradwell

MDA SPORTSDAY?

Are members interested in participating
in or helping to organise a sportsday in
September or October? If so would they
please contact the secretary,
Lorraine Gradwell.

Liverpool Sports Day

Our first sports day of 1983 saw 22 members
take part at Liverpool on 12th March.
Our Medal tally was a little disappointing
(4 gold 2 silver) but several members
were competing in their first senior
games.

It was however very encouraging to see
everybody show so much effort and
enthusiasm in all their events. It is

hoped such enthusiasm will continue
throughout the year.

Ron Edwards
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NAIDEX

The National Aids for Disabled People
Exhibition will be held in Southport in
the second weekend of May beginning
May 6th. For further details contact
Neville Strowger, Club Chairman.
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DISABILITY AND EMPLOYMENT

An open meeting was held on 22nd March
by the Manchester Disability Forum. Over
40 people attended to ask questions of
a 'panel' which fortunately was not
totally made up of able-bodied profession
als. The most interesting and challenging
comments came from the floor of the

meeting.

One highly-qualified vi/oman who uses a
wheelchair strongly criticised the lack
of knowledge about disability from
careerist professionals such as Disable
ment Resettlement Officers, and said that
whenever she asked for money or paid
employment she became all of a sudden a
fire hazard!

There was seme discussion about having
designated jobs for disabled people, but
it was generally agreed that this forces
disabled people into a job ghetto. One
area where designated jobs for disabled
people were thought to be a good idea
was in those jobs (DROs, charities, social
workers etc) where people make a living
out of disabeld people.

One interesting development mentioned was
the PATHWAY Scheme started in Cardiff,
which has a good track record in funding
jobs for disabled people in ordinary work
places. North Manchester Health Authority
is about to sponsor a similar scheme in
Manchester.

For further information about the

Manchester Disability Forum contact Frank
Tranter on 445 5408.

Bernard Leach

New tfiackAuitb oi a ityle and colouA
approved by the committee can be puicha&ed
by tho*e member who tau>h to do -60 and
the club will tLC-unbuAAC half, the co-it.

14 you w-Uh to puichoAe. a tAacktuit
please contact any committee member.

CLUB OFFICIALS

Chairman: Neville Strowger
Secretary: Lorraine Gradwell
Treasurer: Nigel Baguley
Membership Secretary & Newsletter Editor:

Bernard Leach
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Why don't more employers

' ^oniidenble multi-<il»ciplinirjr

sraaran

„twtlccmu application!from ditabUdptopU and c
ructioni ofOncommunity imiptarvofantndtvutuafi ttx,
tjtknicHirigin,colc«rori*xualoruntation.

iby22nd April 1\
WButinmbirmnyud by22nd Aprin9lU7'onuuUir*ctor*GtntTari

Dtpartment,DGIAEVl,GTtaurLondm Council,
Room 203,ThtCountyHall, London SE1 7PBor
uUphom 01-6331S27O390.
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TABLE-TENNIS COACHING AT PRESTON

Five of our club members, (including
myself) participated in a table-tennis
coaching week-end at the Fulwood Leisure
Centre in Preston.

The week-end was very well attended, with
several other NW clubs sending players
along.

We started on the Friday evening, with
an informal introduction, followed by
watching an exhibition match between
Jill Hammersley-Parker and Donald Parker.
We concluded the evening by having
some early practice.

On the Saturday morning, we were graded
into small groups. The players and
coaches we had met the previous evening
were again in attendance, along with a
couple of very good junior players.

We each had the opportunity to play
several of the coaches, during which time
our weaknesses were exposed, and advice
was given on how to improve them.
This was continued throughout the day,
with coaches swapping from person to
person, and various ideas and methods being
raised.

Sunday morning's routine was virtually
the same as that of Saturday. Sunday
afternoon however was different. A

competition was organised (which I am
sorry to say none of our club won). After
this was over we ended the weekend with

a short discussion, in which we all agreed
that the week-end had been very interesting
and completely worthwhile.

Nigel Baauleu
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Many thanks to Manchester Health Education Dept for producing this Newsletter


